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The Arabs, however, in general do not show this same independence of apprehension and of judgment. Their chief merit, none the less a real one however, lies in the untiring industry which they showed in translating into their own language the literary treasures of the Hindus, Persians and Greeks. The courts of the Mohammedan princes from the ninth to the thirteenth centuries were the seats of a remarkable scientific activity, and to this, circumstance alone do we owe it that after a period of long and dense darkness Western Europe was in a comparatively short time opened up to the mathematical sciences.
The learning of the cloisters in the earlier part of the Middle Ages was not by nature adapted to enter seriously into matters mathematical or to search for trustworthy sources of such knowledge. It was the Italian merchants whose practical turn and easy adaptability first found, in their commercial relations with Mohammedan West Africa and Southern Spain, abundant use for the common calculations of arithmetic. Nor was it long after that there developed among them a real spirit of discovery, and the first great triumph of the newly revived science was the solution of the cubic equation by Tartaglia. It should be said, however, that the later cloister cult labored zealously to extend the Western Arab learning by means of translations into the Latin.
In the fifteenth century, In tfe pexsoas of Penr-bach and Regiomontairas, Gejmaay feslt took position